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hands snared in the trap of fate, or in his handling with
neither rancor nor doctrinalism such proletarian themes as
those of his strike novel In Dubious Battle (1936) and his
tale of the Okies' hegira, The Grapes of Wrath, three years
later. While Cain and O'Hara offered a catharsis of terror
without pity, the latter was Steinbeck's best ingredient.
Still farther removed from Marxian bias were Thomas
Wolfe's unforgettable pictures of the Great Depression: the
poor of Manhattan huddled for warmth in the City Hall
latrines, the denizens of cheap boarding houses, the shabby,
lonely men who haunted the subways and all-night coffee
stalls. Whether in the heart of the metropolis or the North
Carolina highlands or in Central Europe trembling upon the
abyss of going Nazi, Wolfe, with a gusto for experience
richly exhibited in novels like Of Time and the River
(1935) and You Can't Go Honye Again (published two
years after his untimely death in 1938), symbolized the
American lost in the bewilderment, glory, frustration and
death-premonition of life itself.
Wolfe owed his early recognition to the praise of Sinclair
Lewis in the latter's speech in 1930 accepting the first Nobel
Prize to be won by an American man of letters. This decade
brought two other Nobel awards to native writers—in 1936
to the dramatist Eugene O'Neill, who save for a New Eng-
land tragedy on the Greek model, "Mourning Becomes Elec-
tra" (1931), and a carefree comedy of youth, "Ah! Wilder-
ness" (1933), lapsed into a sterile phase; and in 1938 to
Pearl Buck, whose novel The Good Earth (1931) related
the struggles of a Chinese family with flood, drought and
economic exploitation in a manner arresting to the age of the
Great Depression.
Of considerable passing acclaim was Hervey Allen's novel
Anthony Adverse (1933), a long swashbuckling tale of
more glitter than gold, while Margaret Mitchell's even longer
Gone with the Wind reflected the same depression-born pas-
sion for cubic bargains in books. Shaped by the adroit hands

